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the police in the Old Country are under the
control of the local authorities, That puts
a very different complexion on the matter.
Here the police are nnder the control of the
Government. , :

Mr. Robinson: Surely you do not approve
of control by the city council,

Mr, SMITH: We are entitled to have
from the Minister in c¢harge of the Bill very
good reasons for departing from the present
system, No such reasons have been given by
any member and, until they are forthcoming,
I shall support administration by the local
suthorities. One reason why we should not
appoint the police is that it will entail in-
ereased cost to the coumtry. ’

The Minister for Mines: There will be no
inereased cost, ‘

Mr. SMITH: We have heard similar state-
menty before. .

Hon. W. C. Angwiii: It will cost £5,000.

Mr. SMITH: The police control of the
traffic at four points in the City is costing
£1,500 per anmum. If the control of the
metropolitan area is placed in the hands of
the police— .

The Minister for Mines: Youn do not sog-
gest that a policeman would be stationed at
every cornerf

Mr. SMITH: No.

Hon. W. C. Angwin:
quired at Fremantle. |

The Minister for Mines: Where are the
inspectors stationed at present?

Mr., SMITH: They move all over the
place. If the police administer the Act,
greatly inercased cost will be incurred. If
the assistance of the police is required, power
is given under Clauses 4 and 5.

Mr. OLoghlen: The Minister for Works
does not support the amendment.

Mr. SMITH: He is supporting every
amendment which is being proposed.  Offi-
cers specially appointed to carry out this

Three will be re-

work are more likely to do it efficiently than -

are policemen, who have a hundred and one
other duties to perform. I trust the amend-
ment will-nét be carried, ’

Amendment put, and a division taken with
the following result:—.

Ayes 20
Noes 14
Majority for 6
. AYES.
Mr. Angelo Mr, Maley
Mr., Draper Mr. Mopey
Mr. Dui Mr. Nairn
Mr, Durack Mr. Pickering
Mr., George Mr, Piesse
Mr. Grifiths Mr. Robinson
Mr. Hatrison Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Hickmott . Mr. Teesdale
Mr. Johnston ' Mr. Willmott
Sir H, B. Lefroy Mr. Hardwick
(Teller.)
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NoEs.
Mr. Angwin Mr. Munsie
Mr. Brown Mr. Pilkington
Mr., Chesson Mr. Rocke
Mr. Colller | Mr, Smith
Mr. Foley ) Mr. Troy °
Mr. Lambert "Mr. Willcock
Mr. Lutey Mr. O'Loghlen
' (Teller.)

Amendment thus passed.‘
Clause, as amended, agreed to.
Progress reportad.

MESSAGE~ASSENT TO SUPPLY
BI

l\gessage from the Governor received and
rend assenting to Supply Bill (No. 1
£1,561,000. (o 1

House adfjourned at 10.59 p.m.

Legislative Council,
ch?aesda._y, 10th ‘September, 1919,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30

* pm., and read prayers.

URGENCY MOTION—RAILWAY TRUCKS
: SHORTAGE.

Hon. A. H. PANTON (West) [4.35]: I
wish to move the adjournment of the House
on a matter of nrgency.

The PRESIDENT: T have received a
commuhication from the hon. member stating
that he wishes to bring under the notice of
the Chamber a matter of urgency regarding
the shortage of railway trucks at Fremantle.
The urgency of this matter requires testi-
mony by four members rising in their places
in gupport thereof.
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Four members having risen in their places,

The PRESIDENT: The hon. member may
proceed with his motion.

Hon. A. H, PANTON (West) [437]: In
moving the adjournment of the House I wiah
to draw the attention to the fact that last
week 1 asked the leader of the House if he
was aware that the boats <‘C.J.8.°" and the
‘¢ Almora’’ were delayed at Fremantle owing
to insufficient wheat being available to load.
The reply was that there was no undue de-
lay. On Monday a vessel arrived at Fre-
mantle with 6,000 tons of Neweastle coal
and started to unload. On Tuesday, owing
to the shortage of trucks 100 men had to be
discharged for the time being from that
boat. On Friday next a large steamer is ar-
riving to take a full cargo of wheat, every
bag fof which will bave to be run alongside
by trucks, and next week we are expeeting
16,000 tons of coal, & large dquantity of
which will have to be unloaded into trucks,
while two large boats, one from New York
and one from London, with general merchan-
dise, a very large guantity of which will be
loaded into trucks for Kalgoorlie, will also
arrive, and if it is impossible for the Gov-
ernment to supply trucks at présent when
there ig little work in connection with the
shipping of wheat and other commodities, T
wonld like to know what will happen in the
next two or three months when things get
busy at Fremantls. Things have been bad
on the wharves for a considerable time. Every-
body is looking forward to a boom, and if
we are now hung up through the want of
trucks, that position will not be in the best
interests of the port of Fremantle or of
Western Australia. The coal is badly
wanted and other commodities which are
coming in are badly wanted; and there
should be no necessity for the eountry to be
inconvenienced by waiting owing to the short-
age of trueks. T hope the leader of the
?ouse will be able to give a little more satis-
tactory reply than he gave last week. The
people of Premantle are anxiounsly waiting.
If there is a shortage of trucks, that short-
age should be rectified. Tf it ism a guestion
of administration then it ia a matter for
the acting Commissioner to deal with, I
have no wish to go into the matter any fur-
ther. I hope the leader of the House will
be able to furnish an adequate reply and
that in future there will be a sufficient sup-
ply of trucks. I move—

That the House adjourn at its rising,
uantil 3 p.m. on Friday. :

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
(Hon. H. P. Colebatch—East) [441]: The
hon. member left information to-day at my
office that hé intended to move the motion,
and T have here what information I eould
get in the time; The Chief Traflie Manager
has submitted a report as follows:—

Coal boat *‘Chronos’’ discharging at

Fremantle September, 1919. Regarding

the discharge of coal for.the shore ex

‘“Chronoes,”’ T have to report that on 2n
instant the following letter was receive
from the ship’s agent:—"*We have t
advise the steamer 'Chronoy’ took he
departure from Newcastle at 10 am. o
Thursday, 28th uitimo, with a fuoll loa:
of coal, namely 6,044 tons for discharg
into railway trucks at Fremantle, and i
due to arrive at the latter port on 7tl
instant. We would thank you to malu
the necessary arrangements to make pro
vision for an adequate supply of trucks
Bigned J. R, Brown, manager, Howard
Smith, Ltd.”” No mention whatever i
made that any overtime, ordinary or ex
traordinary, would be worked, and with
out notice of any kind the agent expect
to be atcommodated with approximately
225 wagons every 24 hours until his shi)
iz discharged, which is equivalent tc
1,700 tons of coal net per day; this meam
we would have to supply approximately
800 wagons in 31 days to the ship, anc
when it is remembered that the digeharge
is tonsiderably less per day than the
loading you will recognise the unreason
ableness of submitting sueh a demand for
wagony without notice. As an illustra
tion of this take the Perth gas service:
their discharging ecapacity is 250 tone
per day; this means it will take five days
to discharge their portion of coal of 1,20(
tons after the first rake reaches the
siding, which would be the day aftex
ship had commenced unloading. ¥qual
to 150 wagons of loco. eoal was for the
country, and not one of these wagons
would be again available for the ship.
In =addition to this ship we had heavy
orders at Fremantle; 100 wagons per day
were required there for cargo ex sheds
and ships, the wheat scheme required 120
wagons at Spencer’s Brook daily to load
wheat for export, and the South-West
orders were equal to 150 per day; the
flour boat loading at Albany called for
150 to 200 wagons to handle that cargo.
To meet the position special {rains with
empty wagons wera run and everything
possible was done. I could have kept the
ghip going all night last night, but there
was the possibility of being short of
empties to-day; that being so it would
have been unwise to conbinue after 12
midnight. To-night the ship will work
through, and the prospects of its dis-
charging continuously until finished are
good. This boat commenced discharging
10 am. Monday 8th, and up to Tuesday
midnight loaded 310 trucks, approxi-
mately 2,300 toms net of coal, and very
few of these had been discharged in time
to return to North Fremantle by 7 a.m.
to-day for reloading. The statement that
the country is starving for coal may be
quite correct, but within 24 hours of the
ship diseharging the consumers had sup-
plies at their door, so the position was
immediately relieved. Had the agent
notified me of kis desire to work 24 hours,
I would have made special arrangements
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to that end, and could have done so, but
when empty wagons are in heavy demand
throughout the system it is a common.
practice to restrict ships’ discharge to
jetty hours.
B am sure hon. members will realise that
after there has been a suspension of work
for many weeks, there is bound to be a
certain amount of congestion and, in these
circumstances, and in view of the failure
of the agent to speeify that he wanted
extraordinary accommodation, I do mnot
think the Railway Department are at all
to blame for what has happened.

Hon, R. J. LYNN (West) [4.46]: This is
the firet intimation I have had that the hon.
member proposed to move his motion and
I learn for the first time that there has been.
a shortage of trucks at Fremantle. During
the past three months T have had a consid-
erable amount of business with the depart-
ment, involving the use of some thousands
of trueks, and, in justice to the department,
I must say that, sinece I have been in the
State, I have not known them to pgive greater
satisfaction in the handling of any goods
I have been interested in. T do not know all
the circumstances attending the shortage of
trucks at Fremantle, but I wish to pay this
tributo to the Railway Department for the
manner in which they have handled & very
heavy volume of business during the past three
months—a manner which refleets very great
eredit on those respomsible for it. I know
what a large number of trucks is necessary
to cater for ships that desire quick despatch,
by working right through, from commence-
ment to final discharge, and what the leader
of the Hounse has told ug is quite correct. If
it is desired to work steamers continuensly,
it would not require many boats with a eap-
acity for 6,000 or 7,000 tons of coal to use
the whole of the available rolling stock in
the State. TIf the coal is being consigned
from Fremantle to the eountry and it is im-
posgible within the short space of the ves-
sel’s stay fo return the trucks to Freman-
tle, the number of trucks required would he
far in excess of what the State could pos-
sibly supply. T realise it is essential to the
good name of the port that prompt despatch
should be given to ships, but T alzso realise
that, if it is desired to give a ship prompt
despatch, especially when such a large num-
ber of trucks is required as in this case,
adequate notice should bhe given. The
shortage of coal generally has been great,
and to expect to be able to dump that large
quantity in the port within three or four
days and have eIl the trucks necessary to
carry it away is to expect too much. The
State has to provide for more than one or
two steamers, and if called upon by acents
to handle timber and other commodities in
the same urgent way, the demands wpon
our, rolling stock would be impossible. The
work of the tramsport department during
recent months reflects the greatest ecredit
upon those concerned, and in saying this, I
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am speaking from first hand knowledge, for
I know the heavy volume of business and
the creditable manner in which the work
has been performed.

Hon. fir B. . WITTENOOM (North)
[4£50]: I am pleased an opportunity has
been given to address ourselves to the ques-
tion of trucks, As to the merits of the case
mentioned by Mr., Panton, T know nothing.
But in face of the fact that the railways are
not paying, and, as Mr, Dodd. pointed out the
other day, that there is a large .deficit each
year, it seems that sufficient provision should
be made to supply the requisite trucks to
handle all the bunsginess that is going. Whilst
I know nothing about the coal or the ship-
ping at Fremantle, I know a little about
handling stoek, and T know there has been
a great diffienlty at times to handle the stock,
go much so that quite recently the Railway
Department had to pay a fine because they
‘were unable or unwilling to provide the
trueks for a certain number of stock, and the
trucks had to be procured from the much
maligned Midland Railway Company. I
terely wish to point out thai the supply of
trucka for stock is quite inadequate. It is
very pleasing to hear Mr. Lynn say that in
his particular line of business everything is
exceedingly satisfactory. I am sorry teo
think that, while ample provision is appar-
ently given to some industries, the stock in-
dustry is not catered for to the extent it
ought to be. I am the more pronounced in
my views at the present time because, on

' the line from Geraldten to Murchison there

is a very severe drought, and the only possi-
ble hope of a lot of station owners to save
themselvea from very severe loss is to avail
themselves of a fair number of trucks and
remove their starving stock to another part
of the State.

The Minister for Education: The demand
is abnormal on account of that.

Hon. Sir' B. H. WITTENQOOM: If the
railway system is to be Tun properly, there
should be sufficient trucks to meet an ab-
normal demand, But the department is
starved for trucks. I have been informed
that the number of truecks awvailable for
stock is quite small. If the - Govern-
ment are going to  wmonopolise  the
handling of stock and everything else, they
should make provision for #dn ample supply
of rolling stock, A private company has to
look ahead to see what is required, and make
the necessary provision to meet requirements.
To-day a great amount of stock is starving
and dying, and there is an enormous demand
for trueks, and yet the stock cannot be
handled. If it is desired to make the rail-
ways pay’ working expenses, interest, and
ginking fund—I am not referring fo Mr,
Dodd’s proposal to tax unimproved values—
the Governmdnt should provide ample trueks.
Wa are indebted to Mr. Panton and I am
pléased to have had the opportunity to make
these remarks on behalf of those unfortunate
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men ho probab]y will be rnined by this
drought,

The PRESIDENT: I would point out
that the motion for the adjournment is made
in conneetion with the shortage of railway
trucks at Fremantle,

Hon. A, H PANTON (West—in reply)
[4.55]: In view of the explanation given by
the leader of the House—and I thank him
for his plomptness—l beg leave to withdraw
the motion.

Motion hy leave withdrawn.

QUESTION—EDUCATION, 3CHOOL
BOOKS.

J. W. HICKEY asked the Minister
for Education: 1, In view of the high cost
of school requisites, will the Government
arrange to have all sehool books printed in
the State, with the objeet of reducing the
cost and creating more employment in the
printing tradet. 2, Will the Government
consider the advisability of granting at least
one free issue of booka to ¢hildren in each
class?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, The Government have had this mat-
ter under consideration for some time, and
experimental work is now being undertaken.
The copy-books in wse in the schools have
been printed in. the State, and the Govern-
ment Printer has the preparation of a read-
ing book in hand. 2, The Education Depart-

Hon.

meat already provide free stock in the shape .

of reading, history, and geography books for
use in the sehools. It is not considered ad-
visable at present to extend this iesue, on
acconnt of the great expense wluch would ba
involved. .

QUESTION—AGENT GENERAL'S
OFFICE AND EMIGRATION.

R. 3, ARDAGH asked the Minister
for Eduocation: Whether the following state-
ments by Mr. W. Faraday, a recent immi-
grant to Western Awusiralia, as reported in
the ‘' West Augtralian’’ of the 3rd Septem-
ber, are' ecorrect:—*‘Callers at the office of
your Agent General get the curt intimation-—
‘We are not sending anybody out at present.’
No offer to take your name and address, and
let you know when they can get you a pas-
sage, though it was ‘mentioned that . there
were 10,000 names of prospective immigrants
on the books, .. ... The Western Aus-
tralian ageney would not even send out my
money for me, . . ... The most your people
would do for me was send me to an agent
who would hook me to Western Australia
via Canada. . .. .. There is no mining in.
formation available at your office. They 24d-
mit there is nobody on the staff who knows
anything about mining. I tried in vain fo
get any information about mining matters.
There was not even a copy of the ‘Kalgoor-
lie Miner’ in the place; and though there

Hon.
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was o file of the ‘West Australian,’ the latest
loose copy was seven months old.?’

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: The Premier has read the stztement
referred to and is calling for a special report
upon the matter from the Agent General. o

QUESTION—HAMPTON PLAINS CO,

Hen. J. E. DODD asked the Minister for
Edueation: 1, How many acres do the
Hampton Plaies Company held on the Cool-
gardie goldfields—(a) freechold, (b) lease-
hold9 2, What price per acre was paid for
the freehold 3, What rent is paid for the
leasehold? 4, If 'the area is a concession,
for what purpose was it granted? 5, Does
the title give the eompany the right to the

‘minerals on the property?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, 216,000 aeres in fee simple. 2,
Varions ‘prices totalling £27,000, 3, An-
swered by No. 1. 4, Granted in June, 1890,
whilst this State was a Crown Colony in
order to facilitate settlement of the locality.
5, The agreement gave the company the right
to take out permity te work the minerals,
subject to the payment of a royalty of two
ghillings per ounce on all gold. This roy-
alty was subsequently reléased by ¢‘The
Mining on Private Property Act, 1898,"/
conditionally on the company framing regu-
lations for the sequisition of mining tene-
ments on the concesgion. For the informa-
tion of hon, members, the Minister for Mincs
hag forwarded me, to place on the Table of
the House, a’ resume of the . position, with
copies of the Act referred to and the regu-
lations issued by the company.

QUESTION —IMMIGRATION NEGOTIA-
TIONS, PAPERS.

Hon. A. SANDERSON (without notice)
asked the Minister for Education: When
will the papers with- regard to the immigra-
tion qnestion ba placed on the Table as
directed by this Housef

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
resolution of the House was forwarded to
the department for the papers. I will make
inquiries. I did not koow tha.t they had not
come forward

LEAVE OF ABSENCE,

On motien by Hon. J. Duffell, leave of
absence for three consecntive sittings granted
to Hon, J. BEwing (South-West)- on the
ground of urgent private business,

BILL —GENERAL LOAN AND IN-
SCRIBED STOCK ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Report of Committes adopted.
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BILL—DIVORCE ACT AMENDMENT.
In Committee.

Hon. J. F. Allen in the Chair;
J. Nicholson in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1—agreed to.

Clause 2—Periodical pa,yments in lien of
attachment:

Hon. J. W. EIRWAN: This is the firat
of the clavses of this Bill bringing into
effect here the English law regarding resti-
tution of conjugal rights. Tt is quite an
innovation, and a very important one. It
is not merely a change with a view of reeti-
fying an anomaly. Tn the division which
took place last night only a small numher
of members were present. I helieve the ma-
jority of members did not expect the division
on the second reading last night. There-
fore, in order to test the feeling of a fuller
House, it may be necessary on one or two of
the more important clauses to call for divi-
sions in Committee, I ghould like to ask Mr.
‘Nicheolson whether he has consulted in any
way with any of the heads of the religious
denominations in this State’ regarding the
present Bill¥ Tn a matter of this kind it
would be mercly courteous to furnish them
with copies of the Bill and inquire  as to
their views. I appeal to the hon. member
not to do anything that would rush so im-
portant a change in our social affairs. Mar.
riage has always been regarded as much
more than a mere ecivil contract. I agk the
hon. member not to go on with the Com-
mittes stage until we have the views of the
heads of the churches. Moreover, time should
be allowed to hon. members to frame amend-
ments. One amendment T desire to move is
that insanity caused by child birth should
not be regarded as a cause for divorce, I
feel quite sure Mr. Nieholson would fall in
with such an amendment. It is all very well
to say that we have had this Bill before us
for a week or two, but the majority of the
public do not take much interest in what
happens in Parliament. The measure should
be brought directiy under the notice of the
people. Perhaps Mr, Nicholson will agree to
postpone the Committee stage until we have
further information as to how the subject is
regarded outside this House by those whose
opinions would be of value to ua.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I have not com-
municated with any religious body or with
any other body regarding this Bill, for the
simple reason that I had no coneeption, nor
de I understand now, that it is necessary or
desirable that Bills coming before this House
should he ecirculated amongst the electors
generally. T think Mr. Kirwan will agres
that it is a very difficult matter to say who
exactly should be conaulted on the subject.
The Bill was read the first time on the
20th August.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: Wha.t does the first
reading meant®

Hon, J. NICHOLSON: The first reading
calls attention to the fact that the Bill is

the Hon.

- English Act of 1884,
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coming forward. ° Moreover, on the 2lst
August there appeared in the Press a special
notice calling attention to this Bill. There-
fore, the.public have been fully informed.
Indeed, some of the women’s organmisations
communicated with me regarding the Bill
and I actually directed the chief messenger
of this Chamber to send a copy of the Bill
to an organisation which specially asked for
it. To representatives of other organisantions
I explained the effect and purport of the
Bill in the same way as I did here on the
second reading. Therefore, we should
not he advancing matters even a single
stage by cireularising the heads of religious
bodies. The second reading of the Bill
was moved by me 10 days ago, and then
Mr. Kirwan moved the adjournment of the
debate, not, as usual, to the mnext sitting
of the House, but for one week, I raised
no objeetion to that adjournment, because
I felt that the hon. member might consider
it desirable to consult bedies with which he
might be associated. In the light of this
explanation I hope the hon. member will .,
agree that there has been ne ungeemly rush
in connection with this measure. As to
this particular clause, it is the first of the
clauses which represent a traneeript of the
It i3 an old clause
in England, and we should have had it in
our divorce law years ago.

"Hon, A, SANDERSON: I shall take very
good care that the heads of the raligious
denominations are supplied with this clause,
and with this Bill, and with the extraecrdi-
nary speech to which we have just listened.
It is difficult to express in moderate lan-
guage the feelings that will be aroused, I
will not say by this Bill, but by the speech
which we have just heard on this clause.
Of course the heads of the religious de-
nominations are entitled to have the Bill,
and to go throngh it clawse by eclause, and
to give it a great deal more consideration
than apparently its mover is prepared to
give it. 1 have sent copies of the Bill to
the head of the Presbyterian Chureh,
amongst others, though sufficient time has
not yet elapsed to allow of a reply being
reeeived in each c¢ase. I have here the re-
ply of the Moderator of the Presbyterian
Ghureh in Western Anstralin, a person of
gome importance, who should especially
appesal to certain members of this Chamber,
When clauges of the nature of this one ap-
peared in the English Divorce Bill of 1857,
Mr. Gladstone said that they were probably
the most important legislation proposed to
be placed on the English statute-book sinece
the Reformation. Tt is difficult to exagger-
ate the importanece of these eclauses, and
especially of this particnlar clause. This
is' what the Moderater ¢f the Presbyterian
Chureh of Australia says— -

In answer to your letter of the 3rd
September, let me say the Presbyterian
Church has persistently opposed all legis-
lation which. tends to lessen or make less
sacred the marriage tie.
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Hon. 8ir E. H; Wittenoom: He has aet
gie;xs, 8o it is of mo use his diseussing the

i1l

Hon. A, BANDERSON: It is a great pity
that more have not set ideas. That the
he¢ads of the churches are not givem an
opportunity of expressing an opinion on
this Bill is a perfect outrage.

Hon. J. Nieholaon: They have had ample
opportunity.

Hon, A. SANDERSON: They have had
all the amplitude of opportunity afforded
by an obseure paragraph in a newspaner'
The letter continnes—

Each succeeding Divoree Bill goes just
a little further in that direction, and the
result on national meorality is deplovable,
Marriage is coming to be regarded as =
union which ean be lightly entered into
and as Kghtly broken. Our church standas
firmly on the ground that there is only
one valid cause for diverce. To make
inganity a ground for divorce, seems to
me-a grave mistale.

. The CHAIRMAN: The hon, member must
eonfine his

remarks and his reading to
Clause 2.
Hon. A. SANDERSON: Every word [

have read thus far is very pertinent. "he
Couneil should be given a fair opportunity
for dealing with this matter. There mns{
be no rushing the Bill' through. On this
clause I think. we can fairly take a division
on the Bill as a whole.

Hon, J. CORNELL: I support the clause
as it stands. I have listened to the objec-
tions to the provigion. Omne of the grounds
advanced for delaying econsideration of the
¢lause is that the heads of religious bodics
have not been notified of the Bill. I have
yet to learn that it is the funetion of an
hon, member introducing 'a Bill to notify
anybody outside the House. I do not know
that the hends of religious institutions are
the sole guardians of sueh legislation as
this. An ecclesiastical marriage is invalid
until celebrated in law. ‘

The CHATRMAN: We are discussing
periodical payments in lien of attachment.

Hon, J. CORNELL: To reject the clause
or postpone it on a subterfuge would be
wrong, Let ug accept it or reject it on its
merits, and not on the advice of outsidera.

Hon. J. E. DODD: T suggest that the
~ mover agree to report progress so that the
clavse, with others, may be referred to the
ecclesiastical authorities aspoken of. Not
that I believe it eoncerns them alone. I
think we are perfeetly within our rights
in dealing with the Bill without waiting
for outside advice; but in all legislation
affecting unions or other societies that has
come before the House I have always asked
the leader of the House to adjourn the
debate so that those concerned might be
consulted, and I have never been refused.
We ghould give to those concerned the
fullest opportunity for expressing their
opinions. There is nothing to gain by rush-
ing the Bill,

[COUNCIL.]

Hen, 8ir BE. H. WITTENOOM: As I was

unot present at the second reading I should
like to say merely a few words in regard
to the Bill on general lines. The three
points brooght out in the memorandum are
three strong grounds for divorce. As to
the letter read by Mr. Sanderson, we can
quite undevstand that, possibly, the Moder-
ator has the strongest possible views
agamst divorce im any form. T helieve
there is one religious denomination whose
clergy will not hear of divorce in any
circumstances whatever. Therefore, it is
impossible for them to diseuss the question,
and probably the Moderater has the same
strong views. I intend to support the clause.
I am strongly of opinion that legislation of
this kind should e enacted by the Federal
Parliament but, knowing how slow that Par-
liament is to deal with such matters, we are
justified in taking these stepa.
" Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Mr., Dodd sug-
gested a postponement to permit of further
congideration. I have no wish to rush the
Bill through and, if members desire a post-
ponement, 1 shall offer no objection.

[The President resumed the Chair.]

Progress reported.

RETURN—RAILWAY DEPARTMENT.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
desire to lay on the Table a statement of the
comparative results of the working of the
Western Auatralian Government railways for
the past five years. This return is a very
interesting one and I have obtained copies
for cireulation among hon. members.

BILL—CROWN SUITS ACT AMEND-
MENT,

In Committee.

Bill passed through Committee without de-
bute, reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

BILL—JUSTICES ACT AMENDMENT.
‘ In Committee.

Hon. J. F. Allen in the Chair; the Minis-
ter for Bdueation in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 23—agreed to.

Clause 2¢—Principal Aect te be printed as
amended :

Hon. J. DUFFELL: Do the Government
intend to supply justices with copies of the
Act? Hitherto this has not been done, but
it is very uecessary in view of these amend-
ments, that those appointed to honorary
positions and who are expected to take an
active part in admlmstermg the Aect, should
be furnished with copies,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
shall bring the suggestion under the notice
of the Attorney General.

Clause put and passed.
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New clange—Amendment of Section 6:

Hon. J. E. DODD: I move—

That the following be inserted to stand
as Claugse 3:—‘Section 6 of the prineipal
Act is hereby amended by inserting after
the word fjustices’ the words ‘male and
female.’ '

It is questionable whether the Government,

under the measure, have power to appoint’

women justices. I understand the Solicitor
@eneral has expressed doubt on the point,
The amendment would make it clear. No
argument should be needed to inducc the
Committee to agree to the propesal. We ap-
point women to try eases in the Children’s
Court and, if they are competent to deal
with clnldren they should be competent to
sit on other cases.

Heon, 8ir E. H. Wittenoom:
think that is a strong argument. ,

Hon, J. B, DODD: I think it is-one of
the best arguments. They are more com-
petent than anyone else to deal with children
who are entering wpon life—I wish I could
repeat & quotation of one of the poets deal-
ing with this subject, in which the poet says
that it is a more awfu] thing for a child
cntering on. life than it is for a man going
out of it. However, I see no reason why a
woman should not be given the right to ad-
minister the law which she has to obey. I
remember when the question of women police
first came up, the idea was la.ughed at. If
anyone has given satisfaction in conmection
with the administration of the law it is the
women police, They are deing splendid
work, and the carrying of this ameéndment
will not lay down any hard and fast rule
that the Gover_nment shall appoint - women
justices, It will give the Government the
right to appoint women justices if it is de-
sired to appdint them. Ome of the eruellest
thinge in connection with 'the administration
of the law is to sec a young woman brought
into the court for sexual offences and to
have to fate & eourt full of men. In such a
case to whom can that young woman turn
for sympathy or consolationt We recently
had such & case in the Bupreme Court. Surely
in a case like that women justices might, at
any rate, preside in the police court in the
first instance.

Hon, J. DUFFELL: I intend to support
the amendment, and I desire to emphasise
the remarks the hon. member has made with
regard to the services which are being ren-
dered by the women police. Up to quite re-
cently it was considered that women were
not capable of filling sueh positions. As a
member of the Justices’ Association of this
State, and having taken a keen interest in
the work of that assceiation, which
comprises nearly 300 members, I know
that no objection will come from that as-
aociation with regard to this matter. The
memhers of the association are fully
aware that it was intended to,move in this
direction. Mr. Dodd has already referred to
the fact that women are filling positions in
the Children’s Court. They are not known

I do not

‘deal with.
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as justices of the peace, but merely as mem-
bers of the Children's Court, and in that con-
nection they have done splendid Wwork.

Hon. Sir E. H. Wittenoom; Could not
men have done as well?

Hon, J. DUFFELL: I question whether
men would delve as deeply into child life aa
women do. Reference has been made to the
position which has heen filled by the women
police. Some time ago I was a member of
the select commitiee appointed by thia Cham-
ber to deal with the State Children Act, and
the occasion presented itself to permit that
cominittee to examine the women police, and
o' that occasion they tendered evidence
which has been distributed to hon. members,
It cannot he gainsaid that they are fulfilling
the important duties they have heen ap-
pointed to discharge to the entire satisfac-
tion of the ecommunity. They have been able
to deal with cases referred to by Mr. Dodd
with tmore taet than it would have been pos-
giblé for a man to do. We also know that
old female offenders, those who have grown
hard and eallows, are willing ,and ready to
listen to adviee tendered by ‘women police.
The time has arrived when we can with
eredit to the womenfolk, and with eredit to
ourselves, extend to women the full privi.
leges in the direction pointed out by the
-amendment.

Hon, J. J..HOLMES: T intend to oppose
the améndmert. A good deal has been said-
about women who attend the Children’a
Court and women police. There is a marked
différence between the two. Women police
act undet the direction. of the Commissioner
‘of Police,’ but if we appoint women as jus-

‘tices "of he peace no one will be able to -

‘dictate to them as to what cases they shall
I agree that women are more
competent than men to handle children, and
if Mr. Dodd provided that women shou]d deal
with specific cases only, I would ' support
km, But to appoint women to deal with
every case is out of the question. The fune-
tion of women i3 to inerease, multiply, and
replenish the earth, There comes z time in
& woman’s life, when she is in that condition,
that she would not be fit to take 2 seat wpon
the bench. We had evidence this afternoon
that there comes a time in a woman’s life
when, through complications, she may become
temporarily insane. It is known‘'that some
women, at this partieular stage become hysF
terical.

Hon. J. Cornell: So do some men.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: To put suech women
on the beneh and ask them to decide highly
legal points would result in bringing the
justices’ bench into ridicule, If we earry
the amendment proposed by the hon. member
we shall be looking for trouble, and for that
reagon I intend to oppose it.

Hon. Sir BE. H. WITTENQOM: T move—

That progress be reported.

Motion. put and negatived.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: Mr.
Cornell last evening asked me to ascertain
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whether this amendment was necessary,
whether women could be appointed as jus-
tices of the peace under the Justices Act as
it at present standa.

Hon, J. Cornell: I said the Crown Solicitor
beld they could.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION ;
There is nothing to specifically prohibit
women being appointed, but if the guestion
the hon. member puts to me is this, Can they
be appointed with certainty that their ap-
pointinent will stand, then I am bound to
say no. The Interpretation Act, Section 26,
4ayS— .

Every word of the masculine gender

shall be eonstried as including the fem- .

inine gender.
Section 3 of the same Aect says—

In the absence of expressed provision to
the contrary this Aet shall apply to every
Act of the Parliament of the State hereto-
fore or hereinafter passed, and to every
regulation made under any such Aet in so
far na (a) any provision of this Act is in-
consistent with the intent and objeet of
the particular Act or regulation to be in-
terpreted,

In the Justices Act the words used in See-
tion & are—

The Governor may appoint such and so
many justices as may from time to time
be desemed necessary to keep the peace in
the State of Western Australia or in any
magisterial district therein.

It does not say ‘‘persons,’’ and it may be °

argned that, as the Constitution says, ‘‘every
word of the masculine gender shall be com-
strued a9 including the feminine gender,”’
there is no feminine gender. And in connee-
tion with Section 3 of the same Aet, which
I have. just quoted, it might further be con-
tended that the intention and object of the
Justices Act is to appoint men as justices, I
take it that .is all the hon. member wants. I
am not in a position to say whether the ap-
pointments wonld atand.

Member: Can you say whether the Gov-
ernment are in favour of it¢

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
wad not asked to express any opirvion. I
do not ‘know that the Government have any
objection to women as justices.

Hon, 8ir T. H WITTENOOM: I think
the matter is of such importance and wide-
reaching effect that we should have been
given a little more time to consider it. I
am absolutely opposed to women being
justices of the peace, or going on to the
bench at all, They are taking a place in
men’s work for which they are not fitted
either by training or sex. To put women
in the position of justices, exercising a
high judie¢ial pogition with the liberties and
funds of men at their command, would not

‘ be fair, Tt.is not advisable that they should
undertake these positions. The position of
justice of the peace is ap important one,
disposing of the liberties and moneys of
the public. There are plenty of men who
are not fitted for suech positions. There

[COUNGIL.]

are a few women who would be suitable as
justices, but it would be diffiecnlt to select
the right ones. Reference has been made
to the Children’s Court. I am of opinion
that this work could have been carried on
just ag well by men, But there were Women
who took an interest in children’s welfare,
and the Government, probably to keep
them guiet, appointed them. Women have
votes now, and people are afraid to say
tino’? to anything they ask, The clever
women are asking for positions that ounly
the few are capable pf adequately filling.
I intend to oppose the amendment.

Hon, J. CORNELL: I outlined the posi-
tion - fairly well last evening. I am not
wedded to my amendment on the Notice
Paper drafted by the Crown Solicitor. Mr.
Dodd’s amendment will serve as well, I
am not going to try to convince Sir Edward
Wittenoom. There are many arguments
why women should be justices of the peace.
Women are not disfranchised from wear-
ing the crown of Kngiand. The argwment
that women are not fitted, from a sex and
temperamental point of view, for the exer-
eise of the funetions of a justice 'of the
peace eould equally be applied te dehar
a woman from being Queen of England,
Once we recognise the right of woman fto
exercise the franchise, it places her on the
pedestal of full citizenship, and to say then
that she is not fitted to perform similar
judicial funetions to mien is a contradie-
tion. I sm not concerned ;so much with her
géx or temperamental fitness as with the
embargo which man has placed on woman.
I am at a loss for a reason why that em-
bargo should be placed on her. It was once
said by a learned connsel that if the admis-
sion of women to the bar did little else,
it would allow of the admission of some
young women where previously there were
nona but old women. I helieve that applies
alse to justices of the peace. In the ap-
pointment of men as justices no question
of intelligence or capability of the indivi-
dual to fill the position is required. I now
come to what the Minister for Education
hae said. The law as it stands, as inter-
preted by the Minister in consultation with
the Crown 8olicitor, is ambiguous., All the
amendment asks is that this ambiguity
shall be removed, thus placing out of the
quegtion an appeal to the law courts, and
suying definitely that either men or women
may be appointed justices of the.peace,
Whereas the crop of good capable men is
almost exhausted, there is a wide field for
the appointment of intelligent women as
justices of the peace.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to ?.50 p.m.

Hon. J, J. HOLMES: Mr. Duffell has
stated that the Justices’ Association have
raised no objection te this new clause.
However, as the proposal was not in the
Bill as introdueed, but has been sprung on
the Committee, the association have never



[10 SEpTEMBER, 1919.]

kad an opportunity of either approving or
disapproving of this new clause.

Hon, J. DUFFELL: The association have
repcatedly considered the phase of the
question involved in the mnew clavse, and

on several occuasions they have heard women.

justices of the Children's Court in regard
to matters affecting that court.

Hon, A, H. PANTON: I support the
amendment, and am rather surprised that
some hon. members should regard women
as incapable of filling the office of justice
of the peace. After the past filve years,
sneh a view is astounding., The war would
never have beem won had it not been for
the capabilities of the women who took
the places of the men in Great Britain and
Franee.

Homn, J. A, GBEIG I oppose the amend-
ment, thongh not becanse I regard women
as mca.pable of filling the office of justice
of the peace. 1 agree with the last speaker
that during the war women proved them-
selves capable of working in faetories with
men. They might be able to work in the
mines here with men, but ome would not
advocate their doing so. In the ¢ase of the
Children’s Court the few women justices
are doing good work, just as the few polive
women we have are doing mooed work, But
we {do not want police work generally done
by women. If we put women jn the posi-
tions which men' should ocenpy, wo shall
destroy that refinement whick we so murh
edmire in women. Why should we drag
women down fo the level of mean?

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: From M. Duffell’s
latest remarlks I wunderstand that . the
Justices’ Association, of which I am not
a member, have had some women justices
from the Children’s Court before them.
But let us know clearly whether the assveia-
tion have, as an association, considered this
new clause, and if so whether they lave
come to a decision for or against the pro-
posal.

Hon. J. DUFFELL: I thuught I had
made it clear that no opposition had Theen
raised by the Justices’ Association to the
provigions of this Bill. The wmeasure was
brought forward on the 20th Aungust. Had
the association entertained any objection to
it, they would have voiced that objection
throngh members of the association who are
also members of this Chamber. Women jus-
tices appeared before the Justices’ Assoria-
tion when certain proposed amendments of
the State Children Act were being consid-
ered by that body. Moreover, women jus-
tices have on more than ons occasion been
admitted to the council of the assoeiation
when certain matters were being considered.
The women of thig State have proved them-
selves as capable as the men of handling
oven judicial questions. In the new dispen-
sation regulting from the great upheaval of
the war we have to attune ourselves to
changed conditions. T hope the amendment
will be earried.
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Hon, J. J. HOLMES: The impression ere-
ated ns to the views of the Justices’ Associa-
tion on this new clause has been removed
by the admission I have extracted from Mer.
Duffell that it was the Bill as introdnced
by the Government that was before the Jus-
tices’ Association snd wet with their ap-
proval. But this clause was not in the Bill
when it was considered by the assodiation,
and therefore we do not know whether or
not they approve of the proposal.

Hon, J. CORNELL: I am at a loss to
know why Mr, Holmes should throw out a
smoke sereen regarding what the Justices’
Association consider we should or should not
do on this Bill, As, aecording to his own
statement, he ia not a member of the Jus-
tices’ Association, why shounld he worry
about what the association would or would
not approve?

Hon. J. J. Holmes: But we have been
told that the Justices’ Association approve
of this proposal.

Hon. J. CORNELL: T am a justice of
the peace, but I am not & member of the
Justices’ Association; and, if T were, that
circomstanece would not invest me with any
prerogative to declare how the legislature
ahpnld amend existing leglslatwn relative to
justices of the peace. If that is one of the
reasony for the existence of tha association,
the aconer the Government suppress the as-
gociation the better. The work done by
women has not only earned historical recog-
nition, but has saved .to the British-speak-
ing countries and to the men in particular,
the honour of being justices of the peace.
But for the part the. women played, the
Hun would have been master to-day, and
some of our antiguated justices of the peace
would be walking in the road inatead of on
the footpath. Tf there is anything that
savonrg of insanity, it is to do what the nld
lady of the fable did—to try and brush back
the waves with a broom. I hope the Com-
mittea will approach the matter not from
the standpoint of expediency or tempera-
ment, or sex, but from the only proper
standpoint, the age long custom and tradi-
tion by which men usurp the right to hold
women in hondage should forever be ban:
ished. We are living in a new era. Women
are tesponsible for the birth of that era
and for its progress, and let us give them
what we, if we were in their position, would
be asgking.

Hon, E. M, CLARKE: I have listened
carefully to the debate, but I have heard
nothing to convinece me that it is essential
to have thiz innovation. Most wen would
not care to have their womenfollk hearing
gome of the cases that come before the
bench, I think the majority of women
would not thank ws for giving them that
right. The women have done noble work,
but T do not think thia is any ecompliment
to them. The Children’s Court fits them to
a nicety, but to sit on the bench is a widely
different thing. I certainly will vote a.gamst
the ameondment.
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Hon. 8ir E. H. WITTENOOM: [ do not
think any member will be influenced by the
argument that because women have been so
ngeful throughout the war, it bas qualified
them to take positions on the bench. In most
cases women's work in the war has been in
physical directions.

Hon. A, H. Panion: Not at all.

Hon, 8ir E. H. WITTENOOM: I think
80. When we ask them to go on the hench
we are giving them work that reqnires a
trained mind. It has been said that this is a
privilege. Positions as justices of the peace
should not be dispensed as an honour or a
privilege, but becanse the recipients are
specially trained and fitted for the work.
Mr, Cornell has asked ws to remember that
we have a Queen of England. But the Queen
is hemmed in by restrictions, and cannot go
heyond the advice of her constitutional ad-
visers. Therefore that example is no argu-
ment, I think women should to a large ex-
tent confine themselves to domestic concerns,
where there is quite sufficient for them to do.
There 13 eertainly sufficient domestic work
for the married ones, and the single ones
have not as a rule sufficient training for
work on the bench. Regarding the question
raised just now about the Justices’ Associa-
tion, I am the one referred to as a vice
president of the Justices’ Association, - Thig
agsocintion so far as this Bill is concerned,
and particularly this amendment, have not
had it brought hefore them, I am a regular
attendant and as there has been no mesting
for two or three weeks, I do not think this
amendment can have been before them.
. When matters do' come Yefore the associa-
tion it is just as well for them to give their
advice. Mr. Dodd said it was very embarras-
ging for a woman to be charged before a
court constituted of men. If so, a court con-
stituted of men might be useful as a deter-
rent, just as the use of the ‘‘eat’’ waa in
eares of garrotting some years ago. The
appointment of women police is admirable.
In some ecases they can do much good of
which men would be ineapable. Among our
magnificent Australian women, we can al-
ways find a few amazons who make splendid
police and, when a little force is required as
well as persnasion, can bring it to bear.
Training and experience, however, are needed
for the bench and women. from their avoca-
tions and general work, are not fitted for it.
1 admit that lots of men are not fitted for
the office of justices, but that is the fault of
the selection and there i no reason why we
shonld cmphasise auy disadvantage by the
appointment of women. In the circumstances
I cannot support the amendment

Hon. H. CARSON: T support the amend-
ment becanse we have given women the
franchise, which carries full citizenship and,
therefore, they should not be debarred from
any office they can attain in the State, The
Govermment would be very c¢areful whom they
appointed as women justices, but thay
should have the prn‘llege to make such ap-
pointments, particularly in thickly populated
parts like the metropolitan area. It would

[COUNOCIL.]

be better toe have women justices to decide
women ’s cases. Very few men are fitted by
training for the position of justices, and far
too many are appointed not because they
will be useful to the community but as a
matter of honour, for political reasons.
Hon, J. NICHOLSON: Women’s claims
to the right to be appointed justices must
not be determined by their services during
the late war. The women themselves would
not like their claim to be bhased on that.
Their right must bhe determined by their
eapacity and capabilitics, shown in the past
in departments which fit them to fill such an
office. I have scen something of women’s
work, and am constrained to Tegard their
claims with favour. The various gpheres in
which they have been engaged entitles them
to serious consideration. Being possessed of
the franchise, they surely are entitled to the
claims of full eitizenship, When we think of
the -many professional offices women are
filling, medicine, law, and others, and the
honours they have attained, we must admit
they have shown marked capacity and are
possessed of qualities which would fit them,
as well as men to be justices. T agree that
many justices are not as fitted as some
women would be to discharge the duties, and
it would be a good thing if there were some
sort of examination to which prospective
justices counld be subjected before being ap-
pointed. I do not believe in the present
haphazard mode of making the appoint-
ments, It is bad in principle, because it has
been hinted it is done for political purposes
sometimes as a reward for services in poli-
tical matters. No one should be appointed to
an office for rendering such services. Any
appointee should be fully capable of dis-
charging the omerous duties—for they are
onerous—and, if women are appointed, they
should have to undergo a similar test and
prove their capability to fulfil the duties. If
the Government regulated future appoint-
ments by selscting the men or women most
competent to fill the office, the oceupants of
thes posts would give greater satisfaction
than in the past. I support the amendment,
Hon, J. W, KIRWAN: The amend-
ment simply gives the Government the
power- to appoint women justices if
they think it desirable. The Govern-
ment should have this discretionary power.
It does not necessarily follow that women
will be appéinted to the bench. There are
many ‘women “who are competent to exercise
the duties of Justmes Many have taken an
active interest in publie affairs since women
have had votes. Some cases which come he-
fore the courts, in which women are the de-
fendants, might be better dealt with by
women than by men. Women are found in
all the learned professions, and there is mo
oceupation from which they. are excluded.
The innovation of women pohce has been in-
troduced, and it was a wise one. When
women are considered competent to exercise
such important duties, we should not stand
in their way of assisting the work of the
judicial bench, It will be entirely a matter
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of Government administration. ‘There are
many women who would be incompetent, just
as there are incomnpetent men, but I would
not say theré¢ are no women competént to
exereise the duties of justices.

Hon, 8ir E. H. Wittenoom: Would you
gooner be tried by a woman or a mant?

Hon. J. W, EIRWAN: In some cases &
women might administer justice more fairly
than a man. I know some women by whom

I sould sooner be tried than by some men
of my aequaintance. I intend to vote in
favour of the amendment and I will have to
trust not only this Government but te fature
Governments that in appointments they may
make the selections will be wise.

Hon. H, STEWART: It has been admitted
that the present Act leaves an indefinite posi-
tion as to whether female justices can or
caunot be appeointed, and it is desirable that
there should not be anything indefinite with
regard to Acts of Parliament. There is no
member who would not be prepared to admit
that there are cases which come before the
courts, to hear which it would be advantage-
ons for women to be om the bench. The
amendment gives power to the (lovernment
to appuint women ;]usnces and one result
which will follow the giving to the Govern-
ment of that power will be that as such a
large number of appointments to the com-
missions of the peace are made, and in many
instances made ill advisedly, this power to
appeint women as well as men will cause the
Government to give more consideration to
the matter of appointments. Recently in
Great Britain and in the TUnited States,
women have been admitted te follow the
profession of law. That is simply a pre-
liminary step towards fitting them for higher
judieial functions.
carried, as I believe it will be, and it is con-
sidered that appointments of women jus-
tices should be limited to special types of
cases, it will be within the power of the
Government to bring forward an amendment
and get the opinion of the Houge. I intend
to support the amendment.

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: T am a whole hogger
for the full rights of women., Women are
already policemen and we propose to make
them justices of the peace. Throughont my
professional life I bave had the opportunity
in many ways of learning the value of the
work which women are capable of doing,
whether it be as medical women or as nurses,
or in other eapacities. I liave also bhad the
privilege of sitting with women on various
important bodies such as the TUniversity
Senate, and I deny entirely that women are
not fitted for the exercize of judicial fune-
tiona. I think that the appointment of
women justices will make for good.

Amendment put and a division taken w1th
the following result:—

Ayes .- .- oo 14
Noes . oo 5
Majority for 9

If this amendment is’
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AYES.
Hon, H. Garson Hon. A. H. Panton
Hon. H. P. Colebatch Hon. H. Rose
Hon. J. Cornell Hon, A, Sanderson
Hon. J. W. Hickey Hon. 4. J. H. Saw
Hon, J. W. Kirwan Hon, H, Btewart
Hon. R. J. Lynn Hon, J. Duftell
Hon. J. Milla {Teiler.)
Hon. J. Nicholson

Noss,
Hon. E. M. Qlarka” Hon. 8ir B, H. Wittenoom
Hon. J. J. Holmes Hon. Y. A. Greig
Hon, H. J. Saunders (Tetler.)

Amendment thus passed.
Schedule, Title—agreed to.
Bill reported with an amendment.

BILL—S8TATE CHILDREN ACT
AMENDMENT.

Assembly’s Amendments.

Schedule of 19 amendments made by the
Legislative Assembly tow econsidered.

Tn Committee.

Hon. J. I, Allen in the Chair; the Minia-
ter for Eduecation in charge of the Bill

No. 1. Clause 3.—3trike out the words
‘‘a child committed to an institution,’’ in
paragraph (1), and insert the words ‘‘con-
victed child’’ in lien thereof.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
original definition of ‘‘State child’’ reads,
‘A Htate child means a destitute or mneg-
lected child received in an institution, or a
subsidised institution; or apprenticed or

‘placed out under the authority of this Act.””

In the Bill as it left this House that defini-
tion was amended by the insertion after the
words “‘neglected child’’ of the words ‘‘or
an incorrigible or uncontroliable child or a
child committed to an institution.”’ In an-
other place the Bill has been amended by
striking out the words ‘‘a child committed
to an institution’’ and the insertion of the
words ‘‘convicted child’’ in lien thereof.
I am imclined to think the intention of this
amendment is quite right, but T do not think
the wording of it is altogether fortunate,
becaunse ‘‘or eonvicted child’’ wounld mean
that if a child were convicted of, say, throw-
ing stones at a neighbour’s window, he
would automatieally become a State child,
T ask the Committes to approve of the As-
sembly’s amendment with a meodification,
namely, that ‘‘convieted child’’ he struek-
out and ‘‘who has been convicted as such’’
ingerted. That, T think, would kive effect to
the intention of another place. I move an
amendment on the Assembly’s amendment,
That ‘““or a convicted child’’ be struek -
out and. ‘‘who has been convicted as
such’’ inserted in lien.
Amendment on the Assembly’s amendment
put and passed; Assembly’s amendment as
amended—agreed to.
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No. 2—Clause 4—TInsert after the words
‘‘a special magistrate’’ the words ‘‘or any
member of the children’s court anthorised in
that behalf by the Governor.’’

The MINISTER ¥OR EDUCATION: In
Qlanse 4 it was provided that a special
magistrate should have the right to_enter,
visit, and inspect any institution. During
the discussion on the Bill in this Chamber
it was urged that any member of the court
should have the right to visit any of these
institutions. Exception was taken to that,
and in another place the same question was
raised. Tinally a compromise was arrived
at which I think very reasonable and pro:
per. Tt is proposed to insert the words *for
any member of the children’s court’’ an-
thorised in that behalf by the Governor. T
move—

That the amendment he agreed to.

Hon. 8ir E. 1. WITTENQOOM: T do not
rise to oppose the amendmeng, but it is an
axtremely thin Committee, and T think that
to give an opportunity for comparing the
amendments with the Bill, the leader of the
Housge should congent to reporting progress.

[The President resumed the Cha,lr]

Prugress reported.

BILL—DROVIN{} ACT ;&MENDMENT.
Secopd Reading.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION

{Hon. H. P. Colebatch—Rast) (8.37] in

moving the second reading said: The Bill
is essentially one for consideration in Com-

mittee, one in regard to which it is not

necessary for me to say much on the second
reading. The Droving Act was first intro-
duced for the purpose of protecting owners
of stock through whose property fravelling
stock might have oceasion to pass. Were
it not compulsory for persoms in charge of
travelling stock to notify proprietors of
property through which they wished to
pass, much mixing of stock and consequent
trouble would cecur, By the provision for
the giving of notice, this is to a large ex-
tent avoided. When the Act was originally
framed in 1902 it was only made applicable
where stock had to travel a distance. of 40
miles or over, but with the closer settla-
ment of the State it is now counsidered do-
girable that this disfance should be rednced
to 20 miles, This redeetion in distance is
one which will be appreciated by stoek anid
pproperty owners, particularly in the South-
West of the State, where sheep farming 19
now an extemsive industry and where the
Act in its present condition, applying only
to the droving of stock for a distamee of
over 40 miles, might often be inapplicabis.
" The drover, by being provided with a cor-
rect wa,vbﬂl showing the particulars of
stock under his charge, is able to satisfy
any person who should be anxious to in-
spect his herd and ascertain that there is

[COUNCIL.]

no stray stock amongst those he is droving.
The placing of the responsibility on the
drover for any stoek that might be in his
possesswn will canse him to exercise every
care in seeing that he has nothing but his
own stock under his charge. The provision
of a clause for the yarding of travellmg
stock when 2 yard is convenient is neces-
sary for the purpose of closer mspectmn,
aa it is not always possible at certain
periods to dlstmgulsh brands at a dis-
tance. -Another provision will make 4t
possible. for an owner to forego the travel-
ling T brand if his sheep are legibly
branded with his own registered wool
brand. A new clause has been submitted
by which drovers will be reqnired, where a
stoek route i3 provided, to traverse that
route and not deviate on to a person’s
holding without the sanetion of the.owner
or the manager thereof, except when the
destination ecannot be reached by a pre-
seribed stock route. The becessity for a
¢lause of this nature has been brought
about by the fact that drovers have not
confined themselves to declared stoek
routes, and consequently losses of pasture
and stock have been octasicned in many
instances to a numbér of owners of pro-
perty throug'h which travellmg stock has
passed: - The alterations that have been
made to the -Aet have been for the most
part suggested by the Pastoralists’ Associa-
tion and tbe Bill is, I think, in accordance
with' the desires of pastorallsts generally.
Although there are not in the Bill very
many amendments to the existing Aect, it
has been found necessavy, owing to the a.lt-
ered conditions of seftlement, that the Act,
which was pussed in 1902, should be’ rewsed
Icthink T am correet in saying that the late
Mr. Septimns Burt had a large hand in the
drafting of the provisiors @ ‘of the Bill, a
sireumstance which I am sare will favonr-
ably: commend it to hon. members. To vy
mind it is purely a Bill for consideration
in Committee and, fortunately, we have in
the House several members who are mueh
more familinr with the ¢onditions than am
I: I have no doubt it will be eclosely
scrutinised in the Committee stage. I
move— :

, That the Bill be now read a secomnl
t.nnc

Hon. 8ir E. H. WITTENOOM (North)
[8.43]: I have pleasure in supporting the
second reading, The remarks with which
the leader of the House has moved the
second reading leaves me very little to add.
I confirm his statement that the Bill has
received the approval of the Pastoraliats’
Asgociation, whom it very closely concerns,
and that it was practically drawn up by
the late Mr. Septlmus Burt, who not only
had some sgkill in draftmg measures, hut
also had large experience in couneetion
with stoek. From my knowledge of it, the
Bill seems to be satisfactory in the case
of large bodies of travelling stock, aithough
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I cannot say quite se muet for it in regard
to smaller hodies, However, it refers only
to stock travelling over 20 miles. None
of the precautions are necessary in the case
of stock moving about within a distancs
of 20 miles. 1 have pleasure in support-
ing the gecond reading.

Hon, J. J. HOLMES (North) [8.44]: I
desire to support the second reading. To
my mind the Bill fills a long felt want. The
fact that the mensure hay been practically
compiled by the late Mr. Septimus Burt will
go a long way towards convincing hon. mem-
bers that in perusing the Bill they will find
a spirit of equity from beginning to end. I
do not think there is scope for much Jlis-
cussion either on the second reading or in
Committee.” The Bill appéars to have been
carefully and equitably drawn, and it is one
which T believe will fill a long felt want. I
am convineed that it will meet the wishes
of the majority of members of this House,

On motion by Hon. J. W, Hmkey, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned 'at 8.47 pm.

Legislative Elssembly,
Wednesday, 10th September, 1919,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
pan, and read prayers.

QUESTION—TIMBER PRICES.

Mr, MUNSIE asked the Minister for
Works: 1, Has his attention been drawn to
an- article which appeared in the ‘‘Sunday
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Times’’ on the 7th inst., under the heading
““An Impending Timber Boom," in which
the following paragraph appeared:—'‘Only
lagt week the timber companies, inclading
the State sawmills, decided to raise the
price of timber 1214 per cent. all round,
whieh means that there will now be a fur-
ther rise in the cost of buildirg, with a eor-
regponding increase of rents’’? 8, Is the
information eontained in the above para-
graph eorrect? 3, If not, will he take the
carliest opportunity of contradicting same
through the Presst

The MINISTER FOR WORES replied:
1, Yes. 2, No. 3, This is not considered
necessary.

QUESTION—BULLER. RIVER
- RESERVOIR..

Mr. WILLCOCK "asked the Minister for
Works: 1, What was the reason for dis-
continuing work at the Buller River reser-
voiry 2, Is it intended to recommence the
reconstruction of the reservoirt 3, If so,
when? 4, Tf not, what is it proposed to do
in order to provide an adequate supply of
water for Geraldton for industrial and
household purposes?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1, Pending Engineer O’Brien’s report aad
recommendat.lon on the value of the site for
the purpose.” 2, See No. 1. 3, Bes No. 1.
4, Full and exhaustive inqumes are being
made, and it is recognised that Geraldtom
has claimes which cannot be igmored.

QUESTION—COATL. DEPOSITS,
JRWIN RIVER,

Mr. WILLCOCK asked the Minister for
Mines: 1, Has any agreement been com-
pleted between the- Mines Department and
the Midland Railway Company in connection
with boring for coal on the Irwin River coal
deposita? 2, If =0, what are the particulars
of the agreement'l 3, If not, (a) what steps
are proposed to be taken by the Minea De-
partment to thoroughly test the value of
the coal deposits at Irwin? or (b) what
amount will he make available to assist pri-
vate individuals or companies to do so%

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied:
1, No. 2, Angwered by No. 1. 3, The de-
partment has undertaken to put down bores
to thoroughly prove the extent and value of
the deposit, subject to the Midland Com-
pany consenting to the department having
the right of access to their land for such
purpose. We are awaiting a reply from the
company, which is expected at any moment.

QUESTION—WATER SUPPLY, LOAN
ESTIMATES,

Mr., WILLCOCK asked the Minister for
Works: 1, How much of the £20,000 esti-
mated as required for ‘‘Water Supply for
Towns generally,’’ on the Loar Estimates



